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innovative education

MediaToday is a gratis service to:

1 Provide capsulated classroom presentation materials that encourage class discussion and discovery

1 Enable understanding of the premise, historical background, andtheiwhy t hi s matter so

1 Share collaborative knowledge that supports and advances the tenets of the educational process

1 Expand understanding of the new world of Interactive Communication, the process of transition currently taking place,

and determine the value of emerging media technologies and trends that will prepare our students for their future.

T The content is, of course, Ain our humble opinion. o
Musings:
Welcome to the May issue of MediaToday. What an --The coming Semantic Web through the use of RDFa
amazing number of breaking news stories that have markups and microformats. At long last, meaning
happened in just the last 30 days time. comes to data.
-A new memory system that ds g-tlyperigcalfjoornalsm, athbnebgressihgsuccessful
own and operate and store amazing amounts of novelist, and a revolutionary search engine utilizing
content. plain street language.
--An incredible rugged sub-notebook computer that is ltdos all here in the May i ssu

revolutionizing education, encouraging primary school
students to explore, study, collaborate and create
something new.

Wedre very glad youdre here!

Interactive Communication:

1 Does not use the monikers of mass media 1 The consumer is now Prosumer (one who
(books, magazines, motion pictures, uses media and creates content).
newspapers, recordings, television); rather 1 Prosumers demand the opportunity to interact
describes content by function: news, with media product through mashups and
information, entertainment (NIE). online discussions.

1 The consumer is gatekeeper, determining 1 The loyal Prosumer will promote media content
price, content, format, display, etc. within their unique social networks.

Is the antithesis of Mass Communication
Is here 5years- soon almest yesterdayé

1 A symbiotic relationship between producer,
consumer and database.

1 Mediated communication content flows in
asynchronous fashion, regardless of
schedules, transportation or point-of-sale
retailers.
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Slide One:

IBM Creates ‘Racetrack’ Solid-State Memory

+* 100 times cheaperand fasterthan currentflash drive technologies
+ A Racetrack MP3 player=500,000 songs or 3,500 full motion pictures

_..massive amounts of personal storage that could run on a single battery for weeks at
a time andiast for decades.

1B Fress Relegse

Premise:

IBM scientists have discovered a new means of data storage that, when available in ten years, will be 100 times
faster and 100 times less expensive than current flash drives. Usingt oday 6s current sized MP3
store the equivalent of a half-million songs or 3,500 full-length motion pictures.

Racetrack storage drives contain nanowires (1,000 timest hi ner t han a human hair) in w

a track, read or recorded by a second nano-wire, all accomplished with significant power consumption savings,
and, of course, there are no moving parts to go wrong.

Historical Perspective:

The quest for ever-greater storage capacity has been a factor ever since Thomas

Edison recited Mary had a Little Lamb in his West Orange, NJ laboratory. Every time
someone increases capacity, there is sure to be some pundant ready to ask how

anyone could use all of that resource space, and sure enough, the space is filled, and
wedre on to the next stage of storage ca

1877 Edison tinfoil cylinder with six second
Mary Had a Little Lamb recording

Why This Matters:

1 The key to communication mobility is either connectivity to the media source, or possessing lightweight,
inexpensive means of storage.

1 The ability to carry the equivalent capacity of either 500k music selections or 3,500 full-length motion pictures
provides the opportunity to shed bulky containers of media, be they books, video libraries, photographic
albums, or multiple filing cabinets of paper documents.

1 The rock-bottom price, low-power consumption, and high capacity will make the Racetrack st or age- a @A mu
haveo piecefooafl. har dwar e

Resources:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJf3z9AfiVvM

(on the slide, use the clickable graphic link to the 1:35 IBM video clip)

Clip opens with a PR message of the IBM complex, and ends with same. Provides an animated
sequence of the nano-wire storage chip



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJf3z9AfiVM
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Slide Two:

India Places Order for 250,000 OLPCs

» Powered by Via's C7-M processor: up to 1GHz speeds
« OLPC 2009 target sales to India: 3 million units

We are in talks with several urban schools and so far have sales of
around 1 million units in the pipeline.

Satish Jha, OLPC India President

Premise:

Speaker/Mic Audio Ports

The One Laptop Per Child initiative released version one Antennae
of the OLPC laptop in 2007 to a rather skeptical world.
The unit, designed to operate under difficult operating
conditions, found a very ready audience in primary school-
age students eager to explore the many varied

applications that the sub-notebook computer offers.

Microphone/Indicator light Camera/Indicator Light

The nation of India, upon hearing of a version two
prototype OLPC at a possible $75 cost by 2010, USB'PB_rT——S
suggested that Indian firms might manufacture a similar

unit for only $10 each. That proved to be an impossible
quest.

Thus, the announcement for an initial order of 250,000
OLPC version one-update machines was greeted with
enthusiasm and renewed visions of a global educational
revolution.

Historical Perspective:

In the educational field, hornbooks and battledores

pr ovided Ahigh techdo -araeswmdentr
fortunate enough to ha
afford the necessities of a proper education.

Starting in 1836, the William Holmes McGuffey
Eclectic Readersc hanged an enti
i concept of public education and literacy with

low cost standardlzed reading books accepted in any
cultural setting.

"File:XO-1-4th gen-features.jpg." Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia.
20 May 2009. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th _gen-

features.jpg .

Why This Matters:

1 These multi-faceted, ruggedly-built units allow users to play
games, take pictures, create music, draw diagrams, shoot video,
connect to the Internet, operate without a power grid, and
encourage students to learn programming languages in order to
create their own computer-based educational tools.

1 According to some, in five years time, those 10-year-olds will be
mid-teen accomplished programming experts, ready to take
education to the next level, one which will be wholly cloud-based,
semantic structured, asynchronous, and globally connected.

Mock-up of the *neighborhood view” &

Resources: showing children collaborating on
http://www.olpc.com/ various tasks, within the mesh network.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OLPC_XO-1 By clicking on the icon, communication

by Wi-Fiis activated.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th_gen-features.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th_gen-features.jpg
http://www.olpc.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OLPC_XO-1
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Slide Three:

Premise:

Google Announces Support of RDFa Markups

» Gives meaning to web page data; the next step toward the Semantic Web
» Google’'s 72% search market share adds clout to advancing Web 3.0

The Semantic Web s not a separate Web but an extension of the current one, in which
information is given well-defined meaning, better enabling computers and people fo work in
Tim Berners-Les, W3C

cooperation.

To a young boy, everything looks like a hammer. To your computer, everything looks like data. While we cannot
change the former, webpage data can be assigned attributes that bring human meaning to each element on the

page. This is the basis of the approaching Semantic Web.

. —

Historical Perspective:

Headline
Subheadline

ltalics

Link1 Link2 Link3
Link4

0On the left, what browsers see. On the right, what humans see. Can we

Teoxt Tet Tewt Teut Text Text Text Text Taxt Taxt
Teoxt Tet Text Teut Text Text Texr Text Taxt Taxt
Text Tet Text Tet Text Text Text Text Tex1 Taxt
Teoxt Tet Text Text Text Text Text Text Text Tex
Teoxt Tet Tewt Teut Text Text Text Text Taxt Taxt
Teoxt Tet Text Teut Text Text Texr Text Taxt Taxt
Teut Tewt Tawt Taxt Text Test Text Taxt Taxt Taxt
Text Tet Text Tet Text Text Text Text Tex1 Taxt
Teot Tet Text Tewt Text Text Text Text Text Tex

| —

Title
Author

FPublication Date

Artlcle Content Article Content Articls Contant
Artlele Content Artigle Centent Articls Contant
Antlele Cantent Arligle Content Article Content
Arilzle Content Arilcle Gontent Article Gomtent
Artlcle Content Article Content Articls Contant
Artlele Content Artigle Centent Articls Contant
Artlele Cantent Article Content Articls Contant
Antlele Cantent Arligle Content Article Content
Anlzle Content Arlcle Content Article Gomtent

Tagl Tag2 Tagd
Copyright License

bridge the gap so browsers see more of what we see?

From: "RDFa Primer." 20 May 2009 http://www.w3.0rg/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/

For much of the previous 500 years of mass communication operation, content was merely for-the-moment usage;
the finished printed publication being destined for the fireplace, radio and television electronic signals venturing out

to the planets, and motion pictures relegated to locked vaults. The rise of linear magnetic storage devices
beginning in the 1890s provided a means of storage, but little facilities for the intelligent retreival / use of

information.

The Internet, at Web 2.0 status, consists of the same non-relational content as the previously mentioned media of
a hundred years ago. For example, in 2008, the Internet backbone for North America was moving almost 700

Gigabytes of data each second, every packet of data looking like every previous and every forthcoming packet on
"Internet traffic." Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_traffic

the system.

Why This Matters:

1 RDFa markups will enable Net-connected applications to simplify your day, having the authority to carry out

speci fic

presses.

1 The Semantic Web, with its ability to bring meaning to data, will facillitate relationships, appointments,

ficonversati ons©o

and

actions

business goals, and the process of mediated communication.

Resources:

Wsrw A very helpful primer from the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) on RDFa
g

http://www.w3.0rg/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/

on

your

behal

f

V


http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_traffic
http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/
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Slide Four: Short Takes

Possible future of online news: citizen journalists used in conjunction ~€NNl.com
with ‘hyperlocal exclusive community coverage in a tight geographic area.’

There are more opporfunifies now for enfrepreneurs to figure out a system. ... Iif's going to be fough but in general, news
Isvifal fo our democracy If it dies, so does the democracy.

http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/05/01/future.online.news.hyperlocal/index.html?iref=t2test techtues

Brooklyn novelist uses his thumbs to write 400-page, DAILY*:NEWS
100,000 word “best seller” sci-fi novel during daily commute.

| sfarted out justtrving fo take noles. I'd sit on the subway, I'd get a good idea and I'd jot something down.
I gof very fast al writing with my thumbs. | found myself wrling more and more.

http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/brooklyn/2009/04/22/2009-04-22_train_of thought bklyn writer found muse__wrote_first novel while_commuting_on_t.html

Revolutionary Wolfram search engine debuts, that understands INOEPENDENT
and responds to ordinary language in the same way a person does.’

If vou ask it fo compare the height of Mount Everest fo the length of the Golden Gate Bridge, it will tell you.
Or ask whal the weather was like in London on the day John F Kennedy was assassinated, it will cross-check and
provide the answer. Ask it aboul D sharp major, it will play the scale.

What are the wider implications exacfly? 4 new paradigm for using compulers and the web? Probably. Emerging
artificial infelligence and a step towards a self-organising infermet? Possibly... | think this could be big.

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/an-invention-that-could-change-the-internet-for-ever-1678109.html

[
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innovative education

Just i magine a textbook wunl i ke any ttel adapting to
your lifestyle, interests and work experience; media with audio, video, and animated examples,
and avail able 24/ 7 on any screen, anywhere
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