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Good Day: 
 

MediaToday is a gratis service to: 
 

¶ Provide capsulated classroom presentation materials that encourage class discussion and discovery 

¶ Enable understanding of the premise, historical background, and the ñwhy this mattersò  

¶ Share collaborative knowledge that supports and advances the tenets of the educational process 

¶ Expand understanding of the new world of Interactive Communication, the process of transition currently taking place, 
and determine the value of emerging media technologies and trends that will prepare our students for their future. 

¶ The content is, of course, ñin our humble opinion.ò   

 

Musings: 
 
Welcome to the May issue of MediaToday. What an 
amazing number of breaking news stories that have 
happened in just the last 30 days time. 

--A new memory system thatôs going to be cheap to 
own and operate and store amazing amounts of 
content. 

--An incredible rugged sub-notebook computer that is 
revolutionizing education, encouraging primary school 
students to explore, study, collaborate and create 
something new. 

--The coming Semantic Web through the use of RDFa 
markups and microformats. At long last, meaning 
comes to data. 

--Hyperlocal journalism, a thumb-pressing successful 
novelist, and a revolutionary search engine utilizing 
plain street language. 

Itôs all here in the May issue of MediaToday. 

Weôre very glad youôre here! 

 

 
 

 
 

Interactive Communication: 
 

¶ Does not use the monikers of mass media 
(books, magazines, motion pictures, 
newspapers, recordings, television); rather 
describes content by function: news, 
information, entertainment (NIE). 

¶ The consumer is gatekeeper, determining 
price, content, format, display, etc. 

¶ A symbiotic relationship between producer, 
consumer and database. 

¶ Mediated communication content flows in 
asynchronous fashion, regardless of 
schedules, transportation or point-of-sale 
retailers. 

¶ The consumer is now Prosumer (one who 
uses media and creates content). 

¶ Prosumers demand the opportunity to interact 
with media product through mashups and 
online discussions. 

¶ The loyal Prosumer will promote media content 
within their unique social networks. 

¶ Is the antithesis of Mass Communication 

¶ Is here 5 years   soon  almost  yesterdayé 
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Slide One:   

 
 
Premise:   
 

IBM scientists have discovered a new means of data storage that, when available in ten years, will be 100 times 
faster and 100 times less expensive than current flash drives. Using todayôs current sized MP3 players, one could 
store the equivalent of a half-million songs or 3,500 full-length motion pictures. 
 
Racetrack storage drives contain nanowires (1,000 times thiner than a human hair) in which charges ñraceò around 
a track, read or recorded by a second nano-wire, all accomplished with significant power consumption savings, 
and, of course, there are no moving parts to go wrong. 
 
 

Historical Perspective: 
 

The quest for ever-greater storage capacity has been a factor ever since Thomas 
Edison recited Mary had a Little Lamb in his West Orange, NJ laboratory. Every time 
someone increases capacity, there is sure to be some pundant ready to ask how 
anyone could use all of that resource space, and sure enough, the space is filled, and 
weôre on to the next stage of storage capacity and use. 
 
 

Why This Matters: 
 

¶ The key to communication mobility is either connectivity to the media source, or possessing lightweight, 
inexpensive means of storage. 

¶ The ability to carry the equivalent capacity of either 500k music selections or 3,500 full-length motion pictures 
provides the opportunity to shed bulky containers of media, be they books, video libraries, photographic 
albums, or multiple filing cabinets of paper documents. 

¶ The rock-bottom price, low-power consumption, and high capacity will make the Racetrack storage a ñmust-
haveò piece of hardware for all.  

 

Resources:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJf3z9AfiVM  

(on the slide, use the clickable graphic link to the 1:35 IBM video clip) 

 Clip opens with a PR message of the IBM complex, and ends with same. Provides an animated 
sequence of the nano-wire storage chip 

1877 Edison tinfoil cylinder with six second 

Mary Had a Little Lamb recording 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJf3z9AfiVM
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"File:XO-1-4th gen-features.jpg." Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. 
20 May 2009. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th_gen-
features.jpg . 

Slide Two:   

 
Premise:   
 

The One Laptop Per Child initiative released version one 
of the OLPC laptop in 2007 to a rather skeptical world. 
The unit, designed to operate under difficult operating 
conditions, found a very ready audience in primary school-
age students eager to explore the many varied 
applications that the sub-notebook computer offers. 
 
The nation of India, upon hearing of a version two 
prototype OLPC at a possible $75 cost by 2010, 
suggested that Indian firms might manufacture a similar 
unit for only $10 each. That proved to be an impossible 
quest. 
 
Thus, the announcement for an initial order of 250,000 
OLPC version one-update machines was greeted with  
enthusiasm and renewed visions of a global educational 
revolution. 
 
 

Historical Perspective: 
 

In the educational field, hornbooks and battledores 
provided ñhigh techò resources for the colonial-era student 

fortunate enough to have parents ñof meansò to 
afford the necessities of a proper education. 
 
Starting in 1836, the William Holmes McGuffey 
Eclectic Readers changed an entire nationôs 
concept of public education and literacy with 

low cost, standardized reading books accepted in any 
cultural setting.    
 

Why This Matters: 
 

¶ These multi-faceted, ruggedly-built units allow users to play 
games, take pictures, create music, draw diagrams, shoot video,  
connect to the Internet, operate without a power grid, and 
encourage students to learn programming languages in order to 
create their own computer-based educational tools. 

¶ According to some, in five years time, those 10-year-olds will be 
mid-teen accomplished programming experts, ready to take 
education to the next level, one which will be wholly cloud-based, 
semantic structured, asynchronous, and globally connected. 

Resources:   

http://www.olpc.com/  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OLPC_XO-1   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th_gen-features.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:XO-1-4th_gen-features.jpg
http://www.olpc.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OLPC_XO-1
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Slide Three:   

 
Premise:   
 

To a young boy, everything looks like a hammer. To your computer, everything looks like data.  While we cannot 
change the former, webpage data can be assigned attributes that bring human meaning to each element on the 
page.  This is the basis of the approaching Semantic Web. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From:  "RDFa Primer." 20 May 2009  http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/  

 
Historical Perspective: 
 

For much of the previous 500 years of mass communication operation, content was merely for-the-moment usage;  
the finished printed publication being destined for the fireplace, radio and television electronic signals venturing out 
to the planets, and motion pictures relegated to locked vaults. The rise of linear magnetic storage devices 
beginning in the 1890s provided a means of storage, but little facilities for the intelligent retreival / use of 
information. 
 
The Internet, at Web 2.0 status, consists of the same non-relational content as the previously mentioned media of 
a hundred years ago. For example, in 2008, the Internet backbone for North America was moving almost 700 
Gigabytes of data each second, every packet of data looking like every previous and every forthcoming packet on 
the system.                                           "Internet traffic." Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_traffic 
 

Why This Matters: 
 

¶ RDFa markups will enable Net-connected applications to simplify your day, having the authority to carry out 
specific ñconversationsò and actions on your behalf, without the need for multiple mouse clicks and thumb 
presses. 

¶ The Semantic Web, with its ability to bring meaning to data, will facillitate relationships, appointments, 
business goals, and the process of mediated communication. 

Resources:   

A very helpful primer from the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) on RDFa 

http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/ 

 

http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_traffic
http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml-rdfa-primer/
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Here is w hat happens  
when you subscribe  to MT :  

 
-- Automatic email alerts  

-- Download entire PowerPoint  

-- Download MT background notes  

 
  h t t p : / / t r i m a g i n a t i o n . c o m / m e d i a t o d a y   

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/ 

Just imagine a textbook unlike anything you have ever experienced; one thatôs interactive, adapting to 

your lifestyle, interests and work experience; media-rich with audio, video, and animated examples, 

and available 24/7 on any screen, anywhere.  Just imagineé  

 

Slide Four:   Short Takes   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/05/01/future.online.news.hyperlocal/index.html?iref=t2test_techtues  

http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/brooklyn/2009/04/22/2009-04-22_train_of_thought_bklyn_writer_found_muse__wrote_first_novel_while_commuting_on_t.html  

http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/an-invention-that-could-change-the-internet-for-ever-1678109.html  

mailto:hsova@regent.edu
mailto:hsova@trimagination.com
mailto:lgraham@trimagination.com
http://www.twitter.com/donaldleegraham
http://trimagination.com/mediatoday
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/05/01/future.online.news.hyperlocal/index.html?iref=t2test_techtues
http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/brooklyn/2009/04/22/2009-04-22_train_of_thought_bklyn_writer_found_muse__wrote_first_novel_while_commuting_on_t.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/an-invention-that-could-change-the-internet-for-ever-1678109.html'
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